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Theological reflections on Paul’s life 
Reading FF Bruce’s account of the life of Paul gives one an interesting insight into a man whose life took a dramatic turn from an ardent prosecutor of Christians to one of the fiercest defenders of Christianity. There are five observations that are of particular interest in the life of Paul. These include his origin, his conversion, his position in the Roman Empire, his mission and his role in the church. 
Paul started initially as a young Roman Jew who was a citizen of the Roman Empire. He was one of the most conservative Jews who believed in Jewish religious teachings and followed them to the latter. His name was Saul and was named after Saul, the first king of Israel. His work was to track down a group of people who had formed a sect and called themselves followers of Jesus Christ. These people were seen as advocates of heresy and had to be stopped by all means (Bruce, 1977).Being a citizen of the Roman Empire and a staunch Jew, Saul was a strict adherent of the Jewish religion and his encounter with the risen Christ on his way to a persecution mission to Damascus can only be described as puzzling.
After the encounter with Christ, he was sent to preach about Christ throughout the Roman Empire. Since he had grown up as an ardent follower of the Jewish law, he had to be taught about the teachings of Jesus Christ before preaching himself (Bruce, 1977).  His mission was surrounded with controversy, given that he was calling for the accommodation of non-Jews, who were normally uncircumcised to the church. Most of the people saw that as violation of Jewish traditions and this was among the reasons he faced persecution almost throughout his entire life. What stands out is his instant conversion from a fierce persecutor of Christians to one of the most renowned champions of Christianity (Stenschke, 2012). 
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